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Arica Hilton Fine Arts hosts an important exhibition of paintings by

Artist Dr. Catherine Yi-yu Cho Woo

 based upon the principles of Feng Shui. 

at the Mandarin Oriental Sales Center on Monday, December 3 

Arica Hilton Fine Arts hosts an important exhibition of paintings and limited edition graphics relating to the principles of Feng Shui, the Chinese art of placement and geomancy, by artist Catherine Yi-yu Cho Woo.  Opening reception with the artist in attendance will be held on Monday, December 3rd, from 5:00-7:30pm at the Mandarin Oriental Sales Center located at 160 N. Stetson along with members of Palladian Development, the developers of the Chicago’s newest five star hotel condo.
Born in Beijing, China and educated in Hong Kong, Dr. Catherine Woo, scholar, painter, poet, composer, educator and feng shui practitioner, will show how her paintings, can enhance the positive energies in our everyday surroundings.  Appointed by President Bush to the National Council on the Arts, Dr. Woo was a member for six years, participating in policymaking and fund allocation for the National Endowment for the Arts. She also served six years on the San Diego City’s Commission for Arts and Culture. Professor Emeritus from San Diego State University, Dr. Woo’s early education was in architecture and interior design where she attended the University of Illinois at Champaign/Urbana, as well as earning her doctorate from the University of San Francisco.

Feng Shui, which literally means “wind’ and ‘water’, is the ancient Chinese practice of harnessing the forces of nature to promote prosperity, harmony and vitality.  The art exhibition embraces these principles and how they influence the various domains of our life; namely architecture and the living space, which in turn affects the life aspects of health, wealth, family, relationships, creativity, reputation, and judgment. 

Like Chicago, Hong Kong is known for it’s architectural skyline. It is also the home of the original Mandarin Oriental Hotel, built in 1963.  With deep reverence for the art of feng shui, there is hardly a building in Hong Kong that is built without first consulting a feng shui practitioner  

For example, in building the new entrance to the Hong Kong Disneyland, Walt Disney executives decided to shift the angle of the front gate by 12 degrees. They did so after consulting a Chinese feng shui master, who said the change would ensure maximum prosperity for the park. Disney also put a bend in the walkway from the train station to the gate, to make sure the flow of positive energy, or chi, does not slip past the entrance and out to the China Sea. 

Arica Hilton, president of Golden Pearls International Ltd., is an interior designer and has been an art dealer for the past 20 years.  Her experiences have spanned three continents and innumerable exhibitions.  She was one of the first independent female pioneers to infiltrate the Japanese market in fine art sales in the early 1990’s.   

The collaboration with Gerry and Chris Kenny of Palladian Development is a natural progression of Hilton’s work with the art of Catherine Woo and Feng Shui.  “Whenever I traveled to Japan on business, I would skip over to Hong Kong and stay at the Mandarin Oriental to relax and regroup from the fast paced world of business.” said Hilton.   “The Mandarin, was the ultimate place to stay. When I learned that Gerry and Chris Kenny were building the Mandarin in Chicago, it was the only place I could see Catherine Woo’s exhibition.  Catherine went to school in Hong Kong as a young girl.  I think she will be happy to return to familiar surroundings.”

Designed by the architectural firm of Solomon, Cordwell, Buenz and Associates, the Mandarin Oriental Hotel will be the ninth tallest building on the Chicago Skyline and the ultimate place to stay.  It adheres to the ancient practice of the arrangement of space by using the elements of nature to achieve harmony with the environment and within the space itself.  

Partnering with Arica Hilton Fine Arts, Glen Joffe, of Primitive Artworks, 130 N. Jefferson Avenue, will provide statues and Asian artifacts for exhibit.  For more information, contact Arica Hilton at 847-226-2100 or e-mail: aricahilton@mindspring.com
